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SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1956 


Untrep States SENATE, 
Suscommittes To InvestiGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Security ActT 
AND Oruer Internat Securtry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 12:05 p. m., in the cau- 
= room, Senate Office Building, Senator William FE. Jenner pre- 
siding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Jay Sourwine, asso- 
ciate counsel; and William A. Rusher, administrative counsel. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to order. 

The last time I presided at this subcommittee as acting chairman 
we were dealing with the matter of the kidnaping of the little girl 
Tanya Romanov, and at that hearing I directed that our records be 
forwarded to the State Department and action be taken to remove 
Mr. Ekimov. 

I have heard since the hearing that the State Department had acted 
and demanded his removal from the country. I want to make inquiry 
this morning as to whether or not Ekimov has left the confines of the 
United States. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I understand he has not yet left. But I will 
make a formal inquiry some time this afternoon and give you an 
answer. 

Senator Jenner. Do that, please. 

Is the witness ready to be sworn ? 

Mr. Morris. Will you stand and raise your right hand. 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear that the testimony you will give in 
this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Haceman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF E. L. HAGEMAN, NATIONAL PRESIDENT, COM- 
MERCIAL TELEGRAPHERS’ UNION, WESTERN UNION DIVISION, 
AFL-CIO, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the official 
reporter here? 

r. Hageman. My name is E. L. Hageman. My office address, 
union headquarters, is 918 Dupont Circle Building, Waihiinton, D.C. 
Mr. Morris. What is your official title? 

Mr. Haceman. My official titles are, national president of the West- 
ern Union division, Commercial Telegraphers’ Union, AFL-CIO; and 
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I am also chairman of the national bargaining committee, Commercial 
Telegraphers’ Union, AFL-CIO, which represents all of the Western 
Union telegraph workers in the United States except in the New York 
metropolitan area, and which bargains for a national contract for 
those workers. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Hageman, how long have you held that 
position ¢ 

Mr. Haceman. I have been in my present position since October 
1953. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you had experience in that particular 
field which you have just described ¢ 

Mr. Hageman. I have been active in union work for years, but I 
have held a full-time union position with the Commercial Teleg- 
raphers’ Union, Western Union division, for 10 years. 

Mtr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like by way of background 
to this hearing this morning to read from our annual report of 1953, 
at a time when you, Senator Jenner, were the chairman. 

Senator Jenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Morris. The report on Interlocking Subversion in Govern- 
ment Departments, at page 42, took cognizance of a letter that you, 
Senator, had sent to the chairman of the Senate Labor Committee. 

The pertinent parts of that letter which summed up the situation 
at that time are as follows: You said: 

In 1951 the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary held extensive hearings on the American Communications Associa- 
tion. In those hearings the Communist control over the labor organization was 
amply established. This American Communications Association is now the cer- 
tified bargaining agent for some approximately 5,000 employees of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. in the metropolitan area of New York City, and some 200 
employees of the Western Union Cable Co. of New York City, for RCA Com- 


munications on the east and west coast, and for employees in certain broad- 
casting stations, mostly in New York and in Philadelphia. 


You went on to say: 


The main office of the Western Union Telegraph Co. is located in the Western 
Union Building at 60 Hudson Street, New York. Telegraph circuits to all 
major cities in the United States terminate or relay through this building. 
Telegraph messages of all kinds are handled by the employees, the majority of 
whom are members of and under the control of the American Communications 
Association. Many of these messages are Government messages. For example, 
the following Government agencies are served by telegraph circuit “tie lines” 
connecting the main Western Union office and the agency office. 

The following is a partial list of these circuits: The United States Defense 
Department Signal Center of the First Army Headquarters, Fort Wadsworth; 
The United States Naval Air Station at Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
New York Port of Embarkation, in Brooklyn; The United States Naval Ship- 
yards, Brooklyn; Sea Transport Station, Atlantic Division, Army Piers 1, 2, 3, 
and 4; United States Navy Communication Service, 90 Church Street, New 
York, N. Y.; Governors Island and Fort Jay, Second Service Command. 


And then you went on to say, Senator, that the whole Internal 
Security Subcommittee came to a unanimous conclusion that this 
particular situation posed a threat to the internal security of the 
United States. 

Now, Senator, more than 3 years have passed since that time, and 
in connection with the forthcoming report that the subcommittee 
will make to the Senate on the Communist potential in the United 
States, we are reexamining the situation to find if this threat still 
continues, even though 3 years have elapsed. 
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Now, are you acquainted with the American Communications As- 
sociation, Mr. Hageman ? 

Mr. Hageman. Yes, 1 am. 

Mr. Morris. Now, the ACA, the American Communications Asso- 
ciation, is not a member of the AFL-CIQ, is it / 

Haceman. No; the ACA was kicked out of the CLO in 1950, 
along with other Communist-dominated unions, for following the 
Communist Party line, and for disloyalty to American trade-union 
principles. 

Mr. Morris. Now, as far as you know, Mr. Hageman, has there 
been any change in the political complexion of the American Com- 
munications Association ¢ 

Mr. Hageman. No; not that I know of. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Hageman, we are talking about Communist 
control of the ACA. Now, they roughly organize about 5,000 werk- 
ers, do they not, the ACA ? 

Mr. Hageman. In the Western Union, what we call the landlines, 
in the New York metropolitan division of Western Union they rep- 
resent about 4,500 or 5,000 employees. 

In addition to that, they represent in Western Union cables a few 
hundred employees. They aes represent the employees of RCA 
Communications, which handles mostly international telegraph traffic. 
And they may have contracts with some radio stations, and a few 
other smaller organizations. 

Mr. Morris. Roughly, how many employees are thus organized on 
an overall basis? 

Mr. Hageman. I am not very well informed on the figures. I 
would say at this time the maximum would be 8,000. I doubt if it 
would be 10,000. 

Mr. Morris. We have some figures from Mr. Wilcox, the vice presi- 
dent of the Western Union, Senator, which we can come to later, for 
a portion of the total that we are talking about now. 

ow, when the American Communications Association is con- 
trolled, as the evidence seems to indicate, by Communists, that does 
not mean, by any means, that the members of the American Com- 
munications Associations are themselves Communists; does it, Mr. 
Hageman ? 

Mr. Haceman. No; it does not. And I wish to emphasize at this 
point, if I may, that there are large numbers of Western Union Tele- 
graph workers in the New York metropolitan area who are as strongly 
anti-Communist as any American citizen; they are loyal Americans, 
and many of them have endangered themselves by fighting the Com- 
munists for years. And we still have many Western Union workers 
in New York who are carrying on that fight at this time. 

Mr. Morris. For instance in 1953, I notice, the vote there was 2,421 
for the ACA, and 1,619 against the ACA. Does that roughly coin- 
‘cide with your estimate of how the employees vote for bargaining? 

Mr. Hageman. I would prefer to refer to the figure in 1952. “it 
that time the Commercial Telegraphers’ Union, Western Union Di- 
vision, had better than 1,800 votes, and ACA had 2,200 votes. 

Mr. Morais. So, in the first. place, all of the employees don’t vote, 
‘obviously, from those figures, if you have only 4,000 voting. 

Mr. Hageman. That is correct. 
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And I would like to add this: that in 1952 it is our firm convic- 
tion that we lost the election because our union, CTU, was on a 
nationwide strike against Western Union, and we had picket lines in 
front of 60 Hudson Street at the time the people were voting on 
whether to authorize our union to bargain for them. 

Mr. Morris. Now, as a result of that election—and you say you 
prefer to use the 1952 figures, because the figures there were 2,200 
to 1,800, roughly—as a result of that election, the ACA is certified, 
has been certified by the National Labor Relations Board as the bar- 
gaining agent for the Western Union employees in New York City? 

Mr. Haceman. Yes; they have an official certification from the 
National Labor Relations Board of the United States Government. 

Mr. Morris. And they still have it? 

Mr. Haceaan. And if I may add, that is something which the Com- 
munists use. Many rank-and-file workers will ask the ACA officers 
about the Communist charges, and the Commies tell them: 

Well, we have an official certification from the United States Government; if 
there was anything wrong with us, why hasn’t something been done? 

Mr. Morris. Now, after they are certified, what then can the ACA 
leadership—some of whom we have talked about in individual cases— 
what are they empowered to do; what is their power? 

Mr. Haceman. They are authorized to bargain under the law for 
a contract, bargain for wages, hours, and working conditions for the 
Western Union workers they represent. And as a part of that bar- 
gaining process, they have the organization, and they have the right 
to strike. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do they therefore control the shop stewards? 

Mr. Hageman. The word “control” is not one that I would use. 

Mr. Morris. Iam sorry. You use the word, then, Mr. Hageman. 

Mr. Haceman. In previous hearings the question has come up be- 
fore this committee when you have had ACA witnesses on the stand, 
the question has come up bout the control over the stewards by ACA, 
and ACA has told this subcommittee repeatedly that they had no “con- 
trol” over them, because they were elected by the rank-and-file em- 
ployees of the Western Union Telegraph Co. 

According to all the information we can obtain, they have had no 
elections in the New York metropolitan area of any of the stewards for 
years. They are appointed. 

Mr. Morris. Appointed by the leadership ? 

Mr. Haceman. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. That is based on your own observation of the situation ? 

Mr. Haceman. That is the information I get from people who work 
in New York—maybe their bylaws or constitution requires election 
of stewards, but, according to the best information I received from 
people who know, there have been no elections of stewards in any 
group in the New York metropolitan area for years. And there was 
testimony before this subcommittee as to the way the top officers of 
ACA were elected. Sworn testimony before this subcommittee showed 
that those elections were crooked. ; 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Hageman, what can a shop steward, for in- 
stance, or workers organized by shop stewards, the shop stewards being 
designated in the way you described—to what extent do these shop 
stewards and other people so organized have access to these trunklines 








| 
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that we have been talking about; for instance, the trunkline from the 
Pentagon through New York overseas, which we will go into in greater 
detail later on; what can they do with respect to those wires, Mr. 


Hageman ? 

Ses Maiensas Well, any employee of Western Union in any tele- 
graph office in the country, New York as well as others, has access, 
according to his duties and his job, to everything that goes through 
that telegraph office. There are telegrams, thousands of them, going 
through any large telegraph office in this country, and the employees 
who work in that office in the line of their duty would be able-to read 
those telegrams. In many cases, it is a part of their duty to read 
the telegrams to be sure that they are accurate. 

Mr. Morris. And in many cases they have to type it up originally, 
and then still others have to transmit it 

Mr. Haceman. That is correct. An operator, for example, would 
transmit a message—we call it “punch a message’—-on a perforator, in 
the same manner that you would write a letter on the typewriter; it 
has a standard keyboard, and the message is punched on tape, per- 
forated tape; the operator handles that message. The same is true 
in receiving messages; the operators receive the messages, and they 
are compelled to read them in the line of their duty. That is true of 
all Western Union employees, not only those who may be union stew- 
ards or ACA stewards or just rank-and-file employees. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do classified messages go through Western Union 
in this way ? 

Mr. Hageman. Well, I believe that a Government official would 
have to answer that question as to whether they are sending classified 
or top-secret. messages over the wires. I do know that, in the early 
1940's, I was a telegraph employee in the Washington office, and we 
had hundreds of messages of all kinds from the United States Gov- 
ernment, and many of them were clearly confidential messages. 

Mr. Morais. Now, even if these messages were sent in code, at least 
in their coded form they would be accessible to the Western Union 
employees ? 

Mr. Hageman. They would have to be transmitted; yes. 

Mr. Morris. And if somebody else could supply—-if, for instance, 
Soviet espionage were able to decode some of our messages and get the 
key to our codes, then, if that key were placed in the hands of someone 
manning the Western Union wires, he could decode the messages as 
they came through, if he had the key from other sources? 

Mr. Haceman. If the Soviet espionage system had access or contact 
with a hard-core Commie—and in my mind a hard-core Commie will 
do whatever the Communist Party tells him to do--if the Soviet es- 
pionage system had access to a hard-core Commie in a telegraph office, 
there is no question but that they could get information which might 
be valuable. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could—let’s take the occasion of—we 
have here in the next part of the evidence, Mr, Hageman, a statement 
that the Department of External Affairs in Washington, D. C., has a 
circuit to the Canadian Government in Ottawa which goes through 
New York, and therefore through employees who are organized 
by the ACA. I wonder if ou could take that concrete case—that is 
only the first one on a long list that we have here—what, for instance, 


72723—57—pt. 44-2 











3134 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


could be done in a physical way—I wonder if you could trace through 
that particular tie line, going through New York as it does, according 
to Mr. Wilcox, and tell us who would have access to the thing, and 
how it could be done. 

Mr. Haceman. A wire running from Washington to Canada through 
New York—and it would run through other points, too, a wire that 
length—it is necessary to have certain points where the technicians 
and the wiremen in the telegraph business can cut in and test the wire 
and clear trouble if there is trouble. If a wire was running from here 
to Canada and went through New York, I don’t believe there is any 
question that in New York it might be necessary at times to cut in to 
clear trouble. And any employees working in the wire and repeater 
department in the New York office would have continual access to 
those wires. 

Mr. Morris. So, really, then, almost anybody in the office who has 
the assignment you say, would have access to anything that goes 
through that particular line? 

Mr. Haceman. That is correct. For example, I will cite you a case 
from my own experience. During the early part of the war there was 
a wire running from the State Department to the headquarters in 
London. We could cut in on this State Department wire at the Wash- 
ington main office, and they could cut in at other points along that 
wire before it went into the cable, to test for trouble. I was one of 
the employees, as well as others in the office, who had access to a wire 
which we knew was highly secret; we had access to a wire which went 
from our State Department to the highest officials in London who were 
working on our war plans at that time. 

Mr. Morris. And therefore, any Communist with the necessary tech- 
nical ability—which presumably they have if they hold that job—can 
at any time break into these wires? 

Mr. Hageman. A Communist Party member who is under the di- 
rection of the Communist Party would be, if he is working on such a 
job, in an excellent position to turn over information to the Soviet 
agents. 

Mr. Morris. Wouldn’t it seem, Mr. Hageman, therefore, that the 
particular assignment of the people who have access to these highly 
sensitive wires should have some kind of security clearance? 

Mr. Haceman. Well, I live in Washington, and I have read the 
papers about security clearance, and I have seen some pretty terrible 
Injustices occur because of false rumors about people. 

Mr. Morris. That isright. But, when we talk about a security clear- 
ance, We mean on a very efficient and very sophisticated level. You 
hesitate to go that far. But the point is, will you say this: Do you feel 
that people who are working and whose positions may have been 
selected by Communist leadership, that the Government should cer- 
tainly be concerned with that particular possible security threat? 

Mr. Hageman. Well, I certainly thinks the Government should be 
concerned about a Communist-dominated organization. And I would 
like to go a little further on that line right now, if you will permit me, 
with respect to our own experiences in the telegraph business. I have 
worked for Western Union since 1920. I have been in the telegraph 
business, the telegraph-union business, since that time. I have worked’ 
a lot of positions in the telegraph offices im various cities. For 20 years 
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in Western Union we had an organization that was set up by the 
company ; it was obviously a company union. I was one of those who 
bucked that company union and ose get rid of it. 

0 


Now, it took the United States Government, the NLRB, about 2 
years after the Wagner Act was passed, to disestablish that company- 
dominated union. And as an American citizen, and I know I am 
speaking for lots of Western Union workers around the country when 
I say this, we don’t understand why it takes so long to get rid of a 
Communist-dominated union. 

We were glad to get rid of the company union, it was the greatest 
blessing that ever occurred for the Western Union workers, and we 
have made wonderful progress in our wages and working conditions 
in the past 10 or 12 years, but we can’t understand why Sher can be 
so fast action on getting rid of a company union, and there has nothing 
been done yet about a Coninnniet-doehineied union, which is as great 
a danger, certainly any day, as a company union. 

Mr. Morris. May I spell that out a little bit, Mr. Hageman. Under 
the NLRB, there was a provision which implied that, if it could be 
established by a preponderance of the evidence, by an NLRB trial 
examiner, that there was company influence over that particular union, 
which influence extended to what they call domination, the Board then 
could hold that the union was company dominated and it would be 
disestablished. 

Mr. Hageman. That was my understanding. And I understand 
that, there were a number of company unions disestablished by the 
NLRB, by the United States Government, during the late thirties. 

Mr. Morris. And one of them was the Western Union Association ? 

Mr. Hageman. One of them was the Association of Western Union 
Employees. It was disestablished by the NLRB in 1939, I believe 
it was, and the circuit court of appeals upheld that disestablishment, 
it was completely wiped out of existence. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Hageman, your recommendation, therefore, 
is that there be a similar action taken by the National Labor Relations 
Board, but that the issue to be determined, however, be not. whether 
the union is company-dominated but whether it is Communist-domi- 
nated, and-on the basis of the accumulation of the evidence, which 
could be done in this particular case, that the NLRB could therefore 
disestablish the ACA because it is in fact Communist-dominated. That 
issue never came up in 1953 when you sought to prevent the certifica- 
tion by the NLRB, that was not the issue? 

Mr. Hageman. That is correct. 

Answering your question, Judge Morris, I am not a lawyer, but I 
am told that, the way the law reads, it would not be possible to 
disestablish a Communist-dominated union in the same way that a 
company-dominated union was disestablished. Of course, I am 
familiar with the law as it now reads where the SACB can declare that 
an organization is Communist-dominated and that organization event- 
ually, after it goes to the ae Court, loses its bargaining rights 
or its prestige before the NLRB. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is a different situation, somewhat, from what 
you had in the case of the disestablishment provision in a company 
union situation, isn’t it? . 

Mr. Haceman. As I say, I am not a lawyer, and I am not familiar 
with the differences in the wording, but I am told that the law these 








3136 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


days does not permit any such action as they took against company 
unions. 

Mr. Sourwine. In the case of the company unions, the law gave the 
NLRB the right to make a determination of company-dominated 
union; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Haceman. That is my understanding. 

Mr. Sourwine. The present law does not give the NLRB the right 
to make a determination of Communist domination; is that right? 

Mr. Haceman. That is my understanding. , 

Mr. Sourwine. Where there was a determination of company domi- 
nation under the old law, the NLRB ordered the disestablishment of 
the union; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Hacrman. That is right. i 

Mr. Sourwine. Where there is a determination by the Subversive 
Activities Control Board today that there is Communist domination, 
instead of ordering disestablishment, they simply withdraw the bene- 
fits of Wagner Act privileges; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Haceman. That is my understanding. 

Mr. Sourwine. So that, if a union can get along without the Wag- 
ner Act 

Mr. Haceman. You mean without the NLRB? 

Mr. Sourwine. That is correct. 

Mr. Haceman. If they can get along without the NLRB services, 
the action taken by the SACB and upheld—say it is upheld in the 
higher courts, in the Supreme Court—wouidn’t make much difference 
to that union. 

Mr. Sourwine. The point I am trying to make for the record—and 
I am sure you will agree that there is no argument about us between 
it 








Mr. Haceman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is that the NLRB is not in a position to do any- 
thing about a Communist-dominated union, because they are not the 
forum to make the decision, and when the decision is made by the 
forum that Congress has established, which is the Subversive Activi- 
ties Control Board, the NLRB simply has nothing to do with the 
union; so far as they are concerned, it no longer exists, they can’t 
recognize its petitions, they can’t certify it, they can’t do anything 
about it, for or against it, so that the NLRB is not in a position, under 
the existing state of the law as Congress has fixed it, to do anything 
about a Communist-dominated union? 

Mr. Haceman. That is my understanding. And I also understand 
that they tried to do something, and the courts overruled them. 

Mr. Morris. Also, is it your recommendation, Mr. Hageman—are 
you conceivably making the recommendation to us that the law be 
changed so as to give the NLRB additional powers with respect to 
disestablishing Communist unions? 

Mr. Haceman. Well, I am not making any recommendation, and 
on this particular thing I am speaking personally. I most certainly, 
as a trade-union officer, member, would not want to see anything in 
any law which would enable anybody to weaken or destroy the genuine 
trade unions in this omen consider those the bulwark of democ- 
racy. And evidently, Hitler considered them and Stalin considered 
them as such, because they didn’t have real trade unions in Hitler 
Germany, and they don’t have them in Soviet Russia or Hungary. 
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I wouldn’t want to see anything in our laws which would enable 
anybody to get at the real trade unions in this country. But it seems 
to me that we should have enough brains in the legislative halls and 
in the courts of our land to write laws which will take care of this 
danger to our country—and I consider the Communists as a danger, 
and I consider them enemies of the trade-union movement, too, as well 
as to our country. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you very much, Mr. Hageman. 

Now, Senator, I have here a record of an interrogation between 
Nelson Frank, of our staff, in New York City, and Mr. J. L. Wilcox, 
who is the vice president in charge of employee relations, Western 
Union Telegraph Co., 60 Hudson Street, New York. 

Now, this was taken in New York City on last Friday. That would 
be November 16. There are a couple of sections here, Senator, that 
I would like to read, and then I would like to offer the whole thing 
for the record. 

Senator Jenner. It may become a part of the record, and you may 
proceed to read it. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Frank asked Mr. Wilcox: 


How many employees were organized by the ACA in New York City? 
Mr. Wilcox answered: 


It is approximately 1,000 less now [than in 1951]. The testimony at that 
time read 5,500 Western Union employees represented by the ACA, but at the 
present time it runs about 4,500, the difference in the number of personnel being 
due to mechanization, with a possible loss by some diminution in the load. 

That 4,500 people does not include the RCA people you men- 
tioned, in addition ? 

Mr. Haceman. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. So, just as far as the ACA organization in New York 
is concerned, the figure, according to Mr. Wilcox, is 4,500 instead of 
5,500 for 1953 ? 

Mr. Haceman. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And that does not include the Western Union cable 
employees, which number about 300? 

Mr. Haceman. That is right. 

Mr. Morrts. I believe Mr. Wilcox goes on to say that: 


The cable is about 300, and the difference are all landline people. 


What are cable people and what are landline people, Mr. Hageman ? 

Mr. Hageman. The cables, as we use the term, go overseas. There 
is a Western Union cable that to London, and Paris. The land- 
lines are the wires running on land throughout the United States. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Frank went on to ask Mr. Wilcox the fol- 
lowing question : 


Do the ACA members and leaders have any access to and be in contact with 
any governmental departments or any governmental circuits? 


Mr. Wilcox answered: 


Yes, there are ACA members who do regulatory work in connection with 
Government circuits which terminate or are routed through New York. 


Mr. Frank went on to say: 


I note that in your previous testimony, you stated that stewards of ACA 
within Western Union would know the intimate details of the work such as 
the mechanism, the machinery of the company ; is that true? 
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Mr. Wilcox said: 


That is still true. That is, the technicians or regulatory people that I refer 
to in the previous answer. 


Mr. Frank said: 


I note that it was stated that if a person has communistic leanings “he would 
be in a good. position -to-know where to hit us where it would do the most 
damage.” Is that still true? 


Mr. Wilcox: 


Yes, the source of danger is through knowing where the plant could be 
damaged most effectively. In time of conflict, well-placed acts of sabotage could 
cripple our plant if the individual was so inclined to do so. 

There he brings up the possibility that, if the Communists wanted 
to cut off communications, all the communications that we have said, 
then they would be in a position to know where to do the damage and 
cut off the wires that we may have with the Canadian Government, 
the British Government, and the others that you mentioned. 

Is that so, Mr. Hageman? That is another issue that he raises 
there. 

Mr. Haceman. Well, once again, I want to say that I am very 
careful in not trying to put a cloud over a group of workers because 
they are stuck with Communist leadership. As I stated previously, 
many of these New York Western Union workers, I think the over- 
whelming majority of them, are loyal, patriotic American citizens, 
and I wouldn’t want to say anything here which would cast a cloud 
on their loyalty. 

But it is a fact, as I stated previously, if a hard-core Communist 
were working in what we call the technician group and had access 
to these wires in testing, he could get at valuable information which 
goes over those wires, many of them Government wires, and if such 
a hard-core Communist were in that group he would know what the 
vital points were, and he would be a very effective saboteur if the 
Communist Party and Soviet Russia ever decided to sabotage. 

Senator Jenner. At this point, I think the committee ought to 
produce for our record, to make this record complete, a Government 
witness who could tell this committee just exactly what goes over 
these wires, because from what this gentleman has said and the previ- 
ous testimony this committee has had, this country’s communications 
are in a very precarious position. 

In view of the tensions all over the face of the earth at this time, 
I think this matter should be looked into thoroughly. And from 
what this witness has said, if the NLRB, under the present law, can- 
not disassociate a Communist-dominated union from being the bar- 
gaining agent, certainly we need legislation to see that the NLRB 
does have the authority to disassociate a Communist-dominated union 
from being a certified bargaining agent for the laboring organiza- 
tions of this country. 

That is the purpose of these legislative committees, the primary 
purpose, to get the facts, so that we can have intelligent legislation. 
And certainly, there is a weak link here someplace in the law. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, would you also want the staff to have present 
here one of the officers of the ACA, to give their version of the story ? 

Senator Jenner. Yes, I think that would be very helpful. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, may I just read a few more passages from 
the Wilcox letter? It is very brief. 

Senator Jenner. Yes; proceed. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Frank: 


I wonder if you could tell me what circuits ACA menibers handle. 
Mr. Wilcox answered: 


Members of the ACA handle international traffic to and from our offices in 
London, Paris, and other continental points, as well as domestic circuits ter- 
minating in New York. 


The last exchange was as follows. Mr. Frank said: 


In other words, if I might sum up, the situation is now as it was in 1951, 
and again in 1953, when the subcommittee’s summary report on subversive in- 
filtration in Government departments was publicized. That is, despite what 
is known about them and despite the refusal of its president, Mr. Selly— 
that is Mr. Joseph Selly ? 

Mr. Hageman. He is the president of the ACA. 

Mr. Morris (continuing) : 
and others, to answer questions about their communistic connections and related 
matters, the Labor Board still requires you to treat the ACA as you would 
any legitimate union and that the ACA is still. the bargaining agent for all 


of these workers dealing with traffic circuits and tie lines which handle various 
United States circuits? 


The answer of Mr. Wilcox is: 


The situation has not changed in any material respect since I last gave my 
testimony before your committee. The ACA has again been confirmed to the 
Western Union Telegraph Co. as the authorized bargaining agent for our em- 
ployees in the metropolitan area. In this respect, the company feels it must 
meticulously obey the law and deal with the bargaining agent as certified by 
the appropriate Government agency. 

And then, Senator, he gives a very valuable appendix, three pages, 
in which he lists the Government circuits going through the New 
York office, and in addition, those of foreign governments. We have 
the Pentagon, we have Andrews Field, we have the Loring Air 
Force Base in Limestone, Maine, the United States Department of 
Agriculture, the British delegation to the United Nations, and vari- 
ous other wires which obviously must carry some kind of sensitive 
information—whether it would be coded or uncoded I cannot say, 
Senator. 

Senator Jenner. Is the State Department in there ! 

Mr. Morris. Yes, the second item in here, the United States State . 
Department in Washington, D. C., to Ottawa. And then there is 
the Netherlands Embassy in Washington, to New York. There is the 
Department of Defense Production in Washington, to Ottawa, and 
the United States Information Agency—apparently, most of their 
wires seem to be goin ea there, eight United States Informa- 
tion Agency wires to New York. 

Senator Jenner. The entire document will go into the record and 
become a part of the official record of this committee. 

(The document referred to follows the interrogation of Mr. Hage- 
man. 

Mz Morris. Senator, we have here 8 or 9 exhibits which I would 
like to put into the record. I think, Senator, they all speak for 
themselves, and they relate to various investigations which are now 
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going on, which we would like to have in the record for the annual 
report. 

Senator Jenner. They may go into the record and become a part of 
the record at the proper point. 

(The exhibits referred to were made a part of the record, and will 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Senator JENNER. Any other questions? 

Mr. Morris. I have no other questions. I would like to thank Mr. 
Hageman, who rearranged his schedule to make possible this hearing 
this morning. 

Mr. Haceman. I wonder if I could add onething. 

Mr. Morris. By all means, Mr. Hageman. 

Mr. Haceman. I would like to add that, in our telegraph field, we 
have found that this Communist-dominated ACA has not been a help 
in our fight to better the wages and working conditions of the Western 
Union workers. 

In 1951, our union was after a 25-cent-an-hour wage increase for 
the Western Union workers nationwide. And at the very time we 
were asking for that money and putting up arguments for it and 
threatening to strike for it, Joseph Selly, the president of the ACA, 
went to a Western Union stockholders’ meeting and told Walter Mar- 
shall, the president of Western Union, that they would settle for less 
than half of that. 

During our 1952 strike, when the Western Union workers nationwide 
were on the picket lines for 53 days fighting for the 40-hour, 5-day 
week, ACA crossed the picket lines and didn’t help the Western Union 
workers win the 40-hour week. 

Those are two instances of the kind of situation we have in our 
bargaining with Western Union. 

Mr. SourwineE. Did the members of that union benefit by the hours 
and wages which your union secured ¢ 

Mr. Hageman. ACA has become a coattail rider, as far as we are 
concerned. We do all the fighting, all the bargaining, and, as soon 
as we have signed the agreement, they rush in and demand that the 
company give them the same thing. In 1951 we won 17 cents an hour 
wage increase for the Western Union workers. ACA had signed up 
the day before for 164% cents, so they went in and persuaded Western 
Union to tear up the agreement and give them one for 17 cents. But 
they have ridden on our coattails for 10 years, and we are getting tired 
of the burden. 

Mr. Morris. That is very interesting, Mr. Hageman. 

Senator Jenner. Thank you, Mr. Hageman. 

If there are no further witnesses, the committee will stand in re- 
cess. 

(Whereupon, at 12:50 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.) 


SS 
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| STAFF CONFERENCE 
New York, N. Y., November 19, 1956. 


Hetp Pursuant To THE Request or THE INTERNAL Srcurtry Sus- 
COMMITTEE OF THE Unirep States SENATE COMMITTEE ON THB 
JUDICIARY IN THE Orrice or J. L. Wiicox, Vice Present OF THE 
Western Union Teitecrapn Co., ror Empioyrer Rexations, 60 
Hupson Srreet, New York 


Present: Mr. Wilcox, Subcommittee Consultant Nelson Frank, and 
Mrs. Hilda Kuebler, secretary to Mr. Wilcox. 





Mr. Frank. Mr. Wilcox, this hearing is being held as a means of 
avoiding your being subpenaed or called by the committee because 
most of the information which we may obtain was probably given 
by you when you appeared as a witness before our committee some 
aan back. Do you remember, Mr. Wilcox, your testimony at that 
time 

Mr. Witcox. Yes; I have reviewed the testimony many times, but 
I must confess I have not gone over it recently. 

Mr. Franx. Well, if 1 show you a copy of it for your perusal, 
would you say that the situation has anael any since your testimony 
at that time? 

Mr. Wicox. I am familiar enough with the testimony to say that 
the situation is very much the same in all important respects as when 
I testified before the committee in 1951. 

Mr. Frank. At that time, I believe, you gave figures about the 
number of employees. 

Mr. Wixcox. it is approximately 1,000 less now. The testimony 
at that time read 5,500 Western Union employees represented by the 
ACA, but at the present time it runs about 4,500, the difference in 
the number of personnel being due to mechanization with a possible 
loss by some diminution in the load. 

Mr. Franx. With that 4,500 figure, can you break it down among 
landline and cable employees? 

Mr. Wircox. The cable is about 300 and the difference are all land- 
line people. 

Mr. Franx. Have you seen any indication from members of the 
American Communications Association or its leadership with respect 
to their alleged activities that is any different than it was in 19514 

Mr. Wixcox. None whatsoever. As far as I am concerned, I have 
seen nothing which would prove or disprove any of the former alleged 
activities of the ACA. 

Mr. Frank. Do the ACA members and leaders have any access to 
and be in contact with any governmental departments or any Govern- 
ment circuits? 

Mr. Wixcox. Yes; there are ACA members who do regulatory work 
in connection with Government circuits which terminate or are routed 
through New York. 

Mr. Franx. I note that in your previous testimony you stated that 
stewards of ACA within Western Union would know the intimate 
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details of the work such as the mechanism, the machinery of the 
company ; is that true? 

Mr. Wixcox. That is still true. That is, the technicians or regula- 
tory people that I refer to in the previous answer. 

Mr. Franx. I note that it was stated that if a person had commu- 
nistic leanings “he would be in a good position to know where to hit 


us where it would do the most damage.” Is that still true? 

Mr. Witcox. Yes; the source of danger is through knowing where 
the plant could be damaged most effectively. In time of conflict, well- 
placed acts of sabotage could cripple our plant if the individual was 
inclined to do so. 

Mr. Frank. Since you last testified, there has been another National 
Labor Relations Board election governing the employees within the 
area covered by ACA ? 

Mr. Wixcox. That is correct. 

Mr. Franx. The Commercial Telegraphers’ Union, AFL-CIO, lost 
to the ACA at that time? 

Mr. Wiucox. That is correct. The ACA was again certified by the 
NLRB as the authorized collective-bargaining agent for our employees 
in the metropolitan area. 

Mr. Frank. And there has been no change in the decision of the 
NLRB granting full status to ACA to use the full facilities of the 
NLRB? 

Mr. Wiuocox. There has been no limitation placed on the ACA by 
the NLRB as the authorized bargaining agent. 

Mr. Franx. And this is true, despite the fact that Mr. Joseph P. 
Selly, the —- of ACA, and others, who had signed affidavits 
claiming they are noncommunistic, declined to state for the 1951 
hearing as to their affiliations? 

Mr. Wiicox. As far as I know, the NLRB has taken no action 
because of Mr. Selly’s and others’ refusal to answer certain questions 
before your committee. In this connection, I would like to point out 
that Mr. Selly and Mr. Joseph F. Kehoe, international secretary- 
treasurer of the ACA, donot now, nor have they ever worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Co. 

Mr. Franx. So far as you know, no effort has been made to act 
under the portion of the new Butler-Brownell Act permitting the 
Attorney General to petition the Subversive Activities Control Board 
to include unions among the organizations which must register their 
affiliations ? 

Mr. Wucox. To the best of my knowledge, no action has been 
taken along this line by the Attorney General’s Office. 

Mr. Frank. I wonder if you could give me or could make available 
te our committee a list of the cable circuits from Washington to or 
me New York which would be accessible to members of the 
ACA. 

Mr. Wircox. I have had such a list prepared as of November 15, 
1956, and I am furnishing you with a copy. 

Mr. Frank. Enter this into the record and annex it to the record 
of the hearing, at the end. 

Just a final point for the record. It is my understanding that the 
CTU (AFL-CIO), about which there has never been, as far as I 
know, any similar accusation, is the bargaining agent for the rémain- 
ing members ? 
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Mr. Wiicox. Yes; the CTU is the bargaining agent for the ma- 
jority of our people in the United States. In fact they represent 
six-sevenths of the employees, about 33,000 including messengers. 

Mr. Frank. And CTU does not come in contact with cable circuits 
in New York City ? 

Mr. Wixcox. That is correct. 

Mr. Franx. I wonder if you could tell me what circuits ACA 
members handle. 

Mr. Wucox. Members of the ACA handle international traffic to 
and from our offices in London, Paris, and other continental points 
as well as domestic circuits terminating in New York. 

Mr. Frank. Am I correct in saying that the ACA also deals with 
RCAG, has a contract with RCAC and thus handles correspondence 
practically covering the globe ? 

Mr. Witcox. Yes; RCAC’s situation with respect to ACA is no 
different than ours since the ACA has been certified as the authorized 
bargaining agent by the NLRB. 

Mr. Frank. And they, too, must negotiate and sign contracts with 
ACA under penalty by the NLRB ? 

Mr. Wixcox. Yes; in that respect the RCAC situation is no different 
than our own. 

Mr. Frank. Can you give me the approximate number of employees 
with RCAC ? 

Mr. Wixcox. I understand they have approximately 1,500 employees. 

Mr. Frank. I understand that ACA also has a contract with the 
French Cable Co. 

Mr. Wixcox. Yes; about 100 employees including messengers. 

Mr. Frank. In other words, if I might sum up, the situation is 
now as it was in 1951 and again in 1953 when the subcommittee’s 
summary report on subversive infiltration in Government depart- 
ments was publicized. That is, despite what is known about them and 
despite the refusal of its president, Mr. Selly, and others, to answer 
ay pom about their communistic connections and related matters, 
the Labor Board still requires you to treat the ACA as you would 
any legitimate union and that the ACA is still the bargaining agent 
for all of these workers dealing with traffic circuits and tie lines which 
handle various United States circuits ? 

Mr. Wicox. The situation has not changed in any material respect 
since I last gave my testimony before your committee. The ACA 
has again been confirmed to the Western Union Telegraph Co. as 
the authorized bargaining agent for our employees in the metro- 
politan area. In this respect the company feels it must meticulously 
obey the law and deal with the bargaining agent as certified by the 
appropriate Government agency. 

Mr. Franx. The answers to the questions that you have given, Mr. 
Wilcox, would have been the same in all cases had they been given 
under oath before one of the Senators of the committee ? 

Mr. Wicox. That is so. 

Mr. Frank. Thank you very much, Mr. Wilcox. 

(The list of circuits accessible to ACA members, supplied by Mr. 
Wilcox, follows :) 
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Crrcuirs, GOVERNMENT—W ASHINGTON To 08 THROUGH NEw YorE 


GROUP 1 


Department of External Affairs X100, Washington, D. C.—-Ottawa 
United States State Department X1660, Washington, D. C.-Ottawa 
Netherlands Embassy X1527, Washington, D. C.-New York 
Netherlands Embassy X1628, Washington-New York 

Department External Affairs X297, Washington—Ottawa 

United States State Department X986, Washington—New York 
Department of Defense Production X202, Washington—Ottawa 
Department National Defense X101, Washingten—New York 
British Joint Committee Office Tie Line CD, New York—Washington 
State Department Tie Line CD, New York—-Washington 

British Embassy Tie Line CD, New York-Washington 


GROUP 2 


United States Information Agency X1186, Washington, D. C.-New York 

United States Information Agency X1232, Washington, D. C.—New York 

United States Information Agency X636, Washington, D. C.-New York 

United States Information Agency X1008, Washington, D. C.-New York 

United States Information Agency X913, Washington, D. C.-New York 

GSA No. 7, Washington, D. C.-New York 

United States Information Agency X1443, Washington, D. C.—New York : 
United States Information Agency X841, Washington, D. C.-New York 

United States Information Agency X1291, Washington, D. C—New York 


GROUP 3 
Royal Canadian Air Force X565, Washington, D. C.-Ottawa 


GROUP 4 


USAF 1593, Andrews Air Force Base-USAF Highcombe, England 
USAF 921, Pentagon-Brooklyn, N. Y. 
USAF 1065, Pentagon-—Portsmouth Air Force Base, N. H. 
Other services at Plattsburgh, N. Y. 
USAF 1041, Pentagon-—New York 
USAF 925, Pentagon-Brooklyn, N. Y. ) 
USAF 507, Andrews Air Force Base—London, England 
USAF 585, Andrews Air Force Base-CO New York ) 
USAF 592, Andrews Air Force Base-CO New York 
USAF 902, Washington, D. C—New York and Roslyn, N. Y. 
USAF 1513, Andrews Air Force Base—Loring Air Force Base, Limestone, Maine 
USAF 715, Pentagon—Mitchell Field 
USAF 719, Pentagen-Stewart Air Force Base, Newburgh 
USAF 721, Pentagon—Westover Air Force Base, Chicopee Falls 
USAF 716, Pentagon-—Mitchell Field 
USAF 598, Andrews Air Force Base-New York 
USAF 515, Andrews Air Force Base-New York 
USAF 1629, Andrews Air Force Base-Harmon Air Force Base, Newfoundland 
USAF 1514, Andrews Air Force Base—Loring Air Force Base, Limestone, Maine 
USAF 480, Andrews Air Force Base-Harmon, Newfoundland 
USAF 1051, Pentagon—Westover Air Force Base 
USAF 947, Pentagon-—Brooklyn, N. Y. 
USAF 946, Pentagon-Stewart Air Force Base 
USAF 1053, Andrews—Carswell Air Force Base 


GROUP 5 


USA AY1577, Pentagon—Brooklyn, N. Y. 
USA AY1:; 521, Arlington—Patches to International facilities at New York 
USA AY1578, Pentagon—Brooklyn, N. Y. 
USA AY476, Arlington—CO New York 

Other service at Pentagon and Fort George Meade 
USA 559, Pentagon—CO New York 
United States Army AY1580, Washington—Asbury Park, N. J. 
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United States Army 1576, Washington-Brooklyn, N. Y. 
United States Army 1579, Washington—Brooklyn, N. Y. 
United States Army 1591, Washington-Brooklyn, N. Y. 
United States Army AY568, Pentagon—-Hammels 

United States Army AY1590, Pentagon-Brooklyn, N. Y. 
United States Army AY544, Pentagon—Davis Air Force Base 


GROUP 6 
United States Naval Communications X695, Arlington—Leitram, Ont. 


GROUP 7 “ON CALL” CIRCUITS (USA) 


545, Washington—Davis. Calif. 

AY510, Cincinnati Diversion Cable Office 

AY539, Washington—CO New York 

AY542, Washington-San Antonio 

AY5i6, Washington-ACS Seattle 

AY547, Washington—ACS Seattle 

AY557, Washington-CO New York 

AY558, Washington—CO New York 

AY1604, Baltimore~-Washington—CO New York Talking Circuit 


GROUP 8 “ON CALL” CIRCUITS (USAF) 
AF 1575, Washington—Montreal 


GROUP 9 TELEMETER-—-NEW YORK-WASHINGTON 


United States Department of Commerce VPX 101 
British Delegation to U. N. VPX 206 


GROUP 10 VIA NEW YORK DEPENDING ON ROUTING (USA) CAN BE THROUGH NEW YORK 


AY160, Arlington—Hammels 

AY218, Fort George Meade—Fort Wadsworth 
AY456, Arlington—Hammels 

AY460, Arlington-—Hammels 

AY457, Washington—Hammels 


The following comment * J. B. Matthews on “the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s list” of organizations he believes to be Communist enterprises 
was ordered into the public record today : 


Avucust 7, 1956. 


Digest or CuRRENT COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 


A highly important volume recently appeared under the title of “The Federal 
Loyalty-Security Program.” This 301-page book is the report of a special com- 
mittee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. 

This memorandum deals only with that section of the book which is entitled 
“The Attorney General’s List” (pp. 154-157). 

In the bar association’s report, some of the criticisms of the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s list (authorized under Executive Order 9835, of 1947) are clearly valid. 

For example, the bar association’s report holds, with good reason, that “the 
list should be kept up to date.” Otherwise, it can be misleading and highly 
detrimental to an understanding of the current operations of the Communist 
apparatus, Some 200 Communist organizations have been placed, to date, on 
the Attorney General’s list. Only a few of these 200 Communist organizations 
are still in existence. The majority of them were already defunct when they 
were placed on the list. 

Valid commonsense reasons, within the purposes of Executive Order 9835, 
justify the inclusion of defunct organizations on the Attorney General’s list.. A 
Federal Government employee’s security suitability may properly be judged, 
in part, by his support of a substantial number of Communist organizations, 
even though these organizations are now defunct. 











3146 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


The inadequacy of the Attorney General’s list may be seen when we consider 
the fact that there have been at least 10,000 Communist organizations, commit- 
tees, and other enterprises—all of comparable importance with the 200 which 
have been listed. 

Because the Attorney General’s list is not kept reasonably up to date and 
because it is far from complete, it serves little or no purpose, even for depart- 
mental heads of the Federal Government; and its publication is woefully mis- 
leading for private organizations and citizens. Many American citizens have 
seriously proposed that the Attorney General’s list and other official citations 
of Communist organizations be made available in all public libraries, so that 
the average citizen might have a responsible and official guide on what to support 
and what not to support. The fallacy of this proposal lies in the fact that, when 
the Communists first launch one of their enterprises, they at once solicit signa- 
tures and support. Naturally, the name of a newly launched Communist enter- 
prise would not be found on any list which could be placed in a library. To 
reason that, if an organization is not on the Attorney General’s or some other 
official Government list, it therefore represents a worthy cause, would be to 
display a complete ignorance of the operations of the Communist apparatus. 
The life of the average Communist-front organization is less than 6 months, 
which means that it would already be defunct by the time a citizen could obtain 
guidance from any list which could be made available in a public library. 

The conclusion of this matter, given the obvious limitations of the Attorney 
General's list and congressional committees, is simply that the citizen must rely 
upon his own resources of information and intelligence in determining which 
cause or organization to support and which not to support. He cannot, in the 
nature of the case, rely upon any official Government crutch. The Attorney 
General's list was never intended to aid the private citizen in determining what 
he should and what he should not join. It was intended solely for the guidance 
of departmental heads of the Federal Government in passing upon the security 
suitability of Federal Government employees. 

In another criticism of the Attorney General’s list, the bar association’s report 
is unrealistic with respect to the nature and operations of the Communist-front 
apparatus. The report says: 

“Another weakness is that the list was originally compiled with no opportunity 
for a hearing by the organizations included. No such list should be made public 
unless the organizations on it have had notice and an opportunity to be heard 
by an administrative tribunal, with a further opportunity for judicial review 
of the administrative determination (p. 156).” 

This proposal for hearings and judicial review may be perfectly sound and 
equitable from a legal point of view; but, if this is the only method of giving 
effect to the requirements of “due process,” the situation is hopeless so far as 
an Attorney General’s list is concerned. 

The Internal Security Act of 1950 provides for hearings and judicial review 
for Communist-action and Communist-front organizations. Let us see how it 
has worked. 

The Internal Security Act has been on the statute books ror 6 years, but to 
date not a single Communist-action or Communist-front organization has been 
required finally to file a registration statement with the Attorney General. 
“Due process,” as outlined in the Internal Security Act and as proposed for the 
Attorney General’s list by the bar association’s report, cannot catch more than 
a negligible few of the Communist culprits. 

In the first place, a long period of time is required by the FBI to amass the 
evidence against a Communist organization and to find competent witnesses 
through whom to present it to an administrative tribunal. By the time these 
initial steps have been taken, the majority of Communist-front organizations 
have gone out of existence. 

In the second place, a minimum of several years is usually required for 
the machinery of judicial review to reach a final determination of the issues. 
In the cases which have been presented to the Subversive Activities Control 
Board to date, this snail’s pace of “due process” has been amply illustrated. 

In April 1953, after long amassing of evidence and finding of witnesses, the 
Attorney General petitioned the SACB for orders requiring 12 alleged Com- 
munist-front organizations to register with the Attorney General. The twelve 
organizations were as follows: 


Council on African Affairs 


International Workers Order 
United May Day Committee 
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Civil Rights Congress 

Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
American Slav Congress 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

Labor Youth League 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 
Jefferson School of Social Science 

Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 


The first seven of these alleged Communist-front organizations have gone 
out of existence, and compliance with an SACB order to register would, there- 
fore, be impossible. In the case of the five organizations which are still 
functioning, the processes of judicial review are far from complete. If and 
when judicial review is finally completed, the Communists need only to dis- 
band the organizations in order to escape registration with the Attorney Gen- 
eral. They would then proceed to set up new organizations. Even without 
the Internal Security Act, the Communist conspiracy normally disbands its 
fronts and sets up new ones when public opinion catches up with them. 

“Due process,” as defined in the Internal Security Act of 1950 and as pro- 
posed by the bar association’s report, cannot cope with the maneuvers of the 
Communist apparatus. 


The following correspondence relative to the situation of 10 Amer- 
icans held by Chinese Communists was ordered into the record 
today: 

Back or THE YARDS NEIGHBORHOOD CoUNCIL, 
Chicago, Ill., June 4, 1956. 

Deag SENATOR HastLAnD: Last year at this time we wrote to you asking your 
strong endorsement of the State Department’s efforts to negotiate with Red 
China for the release of a former Back of the Yards clergyman, Father Harold 
Rigney, 8S. V. D. As a result of your help and the assistance of many others, 
Father Rigney was released September 16, 1955, according to the terms of the 
Geneva talks. 

Officials of Red China in these talks agreed to release all American prisoners. 
This they have failed to do. There are 13 Americans in captivity today. 

Just as we have done before on countless occasions, I am asking for your 
help to bring about the release of these Americans suffering the hardships of 
Chinese prison life. I am enclosing a copy of the Freedom Crusade fact sheet 
which Father Rigney himself is sponsoring. 

The American Broadcasting Co. is presenting a 13-week broadcast of Father 
Rigney’s Freedom Crusade in the Chicago area. We feel that through your 
influence a letter to the president of the American Broadcasting Co., 7 West 
66th Street, New York City, will convince Mr. Robert E. Kintner that every 
American in every section of the country is just as interested in working toward 
the release of the 13 Americans in Red China as the people of Chicago. I am 
asking also for your help to spread the letterwriting campaign among your 
constituents and on the floor of Congress as well. 

You did it before in the case of Father Rigney and the job will be complete; 
with the help of God and with your help, when we bring the 13 Americans 
back home. May we expect your help again please? 

Sincerely yours, 
JoserH B. MEgeean, 
Beecutive Secretary. 


The fact sheet, prepared by the Very Rev. Harold W. Rigney, 
and referred to in the letters, described the 13 prisoners as “business- 
men and missionaries, Protestant and Catholic,” and lists them, with 
their home cities, as follows: 


Rev. John William Clifford (Jesuit), San Francisco, Calif. 
John Thomas Downey, New Britain, Conn. 

Richard George Fecteau, Lynn, Mass. 

Rev. Fulgence Gross (Franciscan), Omaha, Nebr. 

Rev. John Alexander Houle (Jesuit), Glendale, Calif. 
Paul J; Mackensen, Jr. (Lutheram Missionary), Baltimore, Md. 
Robert B; MeCann, Altadena, Calif. 
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Rev Charles Joseph McCarthy (Jesuit), San Francisco, Calif. 
Rev. Joseph Patrick McCormack (Maryknoll), Palmyra, N. Y. 
Rev. Thomas Leonard Phillips (Jesuit), Butte, Mont. 

Bishop Ambrose Henry Pinger (Franciscan), Lindsay, Nebr. 
Hugh Francis Redmond, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Rev. John Paul Wagner (Franciscan), Pittsburgh, Pa. 


JUNE 26, 1956. 
Mr. JoserH B. MEEGAN, 
Ezecutive Secretary, Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. Meecan: Thank you most sincerely for your letter of June 4, 1956, 
enclosing the Freedom Crusade fact sheet concerning the 13 Americans still held 
captive by the Chinese Communists. 

I want to assure you that I will do everything in my power, both as chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee and as chairman of the Subcommittees on 
Internal Security and Immigration, to expedite the return of these American 
citizens to their homeland. 

Never before in the history of civilization has an armed political conspiracy 
claiming membership in the community of nations acted with such brazen 
effrontery and been received with such obsequiousness as the Communist despots 
of China. 

It has always seemed outrageous to me that the Red Chinese, whose daily 
violations of the fundamental principles of human freedom eloquently proclaim 
how totally unfit they are to take a place among the civilized nations of the 
world, should receive the deference that the United Nations persists in shower- 
ing upon them. 

Time and again the highest officials of the United Nations, as well as the 
leading diplomats and potentates of the rest of the world, have begged these 
bloodstained warlords to exhibit the most elementary respect for universally 
recognized human rights. And yet today, after years of such groveling, the foot 
of Mao Tse-tung remains firmly planted on the collective necks of 13 Americans 
whose only crime is that they have loved freedom and their God. 

I am sending your letter, together with a copy of this reply, to Secretary of 
State Dulles and to Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, with a request that they 
renew their hitherto persistent efforts to free those Americans still being held 
by the Soviet forces presently occupying China. Additional copies will be sent 
to every member of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and, as you 
suggest, to Mr. Robert BE. Kintner, president of the American Broadcasting Co. 

Please do not hesitate to call upon me for any further aid I may render your 
endeavors. 

With my personal good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
/8/ James O. Bastanp, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


JUNE 26, 1956. 
Hon. Jonn Foster DULLES, 
The Secretary of State, Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: I am transmitting herewith, for whatever action you 
ean take to supplement your actions in the past on behalf of Americans still 
held in occupied China, a.copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. Joseph 
B. Meegan, executive secretary of Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council, 
together with a copy of my reply. 

Sincerely yours, 
James O. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 25, 1956. 
Hon. James O. EASTLAND, 
United States Senate. 


Dear SENATOR EASTLAND: The Department regrets its delay in acknowledging 


your letter of June 26, 1956, with which you enclosed a copy of a letter addressed 
to you by Mr. Joseph B. Meegan, executive secretary, Back of the Yards Neigh- 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3149 


borhood Council, 4600 South Ashland Avenue, Chicago 9, Ill, and a copy of your 
reply regarding the American citizens still in prison in Communist China. 

The Department of State knows of the Freedom Crusade and the letter-writing 
campaign to try to influence the Chinese Communists to release the 10 Americans 
who are still being detained in Communist China. It is possible that the cam- 
paign fostered by Father Rigney may serve a useful purpose in pointing out to 
the Chinese Communists that the American people, as well as this Government, 
are outraged by their failure to fulfill their commitment. 

When Mr. Meegan and Father Rigney visited the Department in April to ex- 
plain their campaign they were assured that the United States Government is 
continuing to press the Chinese Communists to release the Americans whom they 
are holding in violation of their promise made publicly at Geneva on September 10, 
1955. 

Sincerely yours, 
/8/ Roperic L. O’Connor, 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
(For the Acting Secretary of State). 


JUNE 26, 1956. 
Hon. Henry Casot Lopceg, Jr., 
The Representative of the United States of America to the United Nations, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. AMBASSADOR: I am transmitting herewith, for whatever action you 
can take to supplement your actions in the past on behalf of Americans still 
beld in occupied China, a copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. Joseph 
B. Meegan, executive secretary of Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council, to- 
together with a copy of my reply. 

Sincerely yours, 
JAMES QO. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 
New York, N. Y., July 2, 1956. 
Hon. JAmeEs O, EASTLAND, 
United States Senate. 


Dear SENATOR EASTLAND: Thank you for your letter of June 26, enclosing a 
letter from Mr. Joseph B. Meegan about the continued detention of 13 Americans 
by the Chinese Communists. 

Since Mr. Meegan wrote I understand that two of these Americans have been 
released. The State Department's efforts are continuing through Ambassador 
Johnson at Geneva, to bring about the release of the remaining 11. I fully share 
the sense of outrage which all Americans feel over the uncivilized behavior of 
tne Chinese Communists in this regard, and will lose no opportunity to help in 
any way I can toward their liberation. 

Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Henry Carnot Lopes, Jr. 
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